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Barnton Parish Council
Completion of the limited assurance review for the year ended 31 March 2025

Dear Mr Critchlow

We have completed our review of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return {AGAR) for Barnton
Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2025, Please find our external auditor report and certificate
(Section 3 of the AGAR Form 3} included for your attention as an attachment to the email containing this
letter along with a copy of Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR, on which our report is based.

The external auditor report and certificate details any matters arising from the review. The smaller
authority must pubtish these documents immediately and at the next meeting consider the final external
auditor report and decide what, If any, action is required.

Action you are required to take at the conclusion of the review

The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Si 2015/234) set out what you must do at the conclusion of the
review. In summary, you are required to;

+ Prepare a “Notice of conclusion of audit” which details the rights of inspection, in line with the
statutory requirements. We attach a pro forma nctice you may use for this purpose (a Word version is
available on request). .
*  Publish the “Notice” along with the certifled AGAR (Sections 1, 2 & 3) before 30 September 2025,
which must include publication on the smatler authority’s website. {Please note thatwhen the statute
and regulations were amended in 2014 and 2015, they did not include a requirement for the length of
time for which that the “Notice” must be published. The previous statute required 14 days; but it is @
now up to the authority to make this decision}.
s Keep copies of the AGAR available for purchase by any person on payment of a reasonable sum. %L
» Ensurethat Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the published AGAR remain available for public access for a period l
of not less than 5 years from the date of publication.

PKF Littlejohn LLP
15 Westferry Circus,
Canary Wharf, London
PKE Littlsjohn LLP, Chartered Accountants. A list of members’ names ls avallabla at the address helow, PKF Littglohn LLP E14 4HD
Js & Hmitad Uabltity partnership registered In England and \Wales Nao. 0C342672, Reglsterad office at 18 Wastierry Circus,
Londan E14 4HD, PKF Littlejohn LLF is a member of PKF Global, the network of membar firms of PKF Intsrnational Limited, T: +44 {0)20 7616 2200

aach af which is & separate and independent logal entity and does not accept any responalhility or liability for the actlons-or
Inactions of any Individual member or correspondent firm{s). pkf-l.com



Fee

We enclose our fee note, on page 4 of this attachment, for the limited assurancea review, which isin
accordance with the fee scales set by Smaller Authorities' Audit Appointments Ltd which can be found at
https://www.saaa.co.uk/audit-fees/. Thisfee is statutory, must be paid and is due immediately on receipt
of invoice, please arrange for this to be paid at the earliest epportunity. '

Additional charges are itemised on the fee note, where applicable. These arise where either:
* we have had to issue chaser letters and/or exercise our statutory powers due to a failure to provide
an AGAR by the submission deadline; or
¢ jtwas necessary for us to undertake additional work.

Please return the remittance advice with your payment, which should be sent to: PKF Littlejohn LLP,
Ref: Credit control {SBA), 5 Floor, 15 Westferry Circus, Canary Wharf, London, E14 4HD. Please
inctude the reference CHD022 or Batnton Parish Council as a reference when paying by BACS.

Timetable for 2025/26

Next year we plan to set a submission deadline for the return of the completed AGAR Form 3 and
associated documents (or Certificate of Exemption) in the usual way and this is expected to be Wednesday
1July 2028. Itis anticipated that the instructions will be sent out during March 2026, subjectto
arrangemeants for the 2025/26 AGARs and Certificates of Exemption being finalised by Smaller Authorities’
Audit Appointments Limited {SAAA). Our instructions will cover any changes about which smaller
authorities need to be aware.

¢ The smaller authority must inform the electorate of a single period of 30 working days during which
public rights may be exercised. The period must be exactly 30 working days, please do not set public
rights dates that cover a longer period. This information must be published at least the day before
the inspection period commences;
¢ Theinspection period must include the first 10 working days of July 2026 i.e. 110 14 July inclusive. In
practice this means that public rights may he exercised:
o atthe earliest, between Wednesday 3 June and Tuesday 14 July 2026; and
o atthe latest, between Wednesday 1 July and Tuesday 11 August 2026.

As in previous years, in order to assist you in this process we plan to include a pro forma template notice
with a suggested inspection period on our website. On submitting your AGAR and associated
documentation, as was the case for this year, we will need you to either confirm that the suggested dates
have been adopted or inform us of the alternative dates selected.

We would like to draw your attention to a change within the Practitioners’ Guide 2025 which is mandatory
far the 2025/28 period. Paragraphs 1.47 to 1.54 relate to an additional assertion to be included in the 2025-
26 AGAR, Assertion 10, regarding email management, websites, compliance with both the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) 2016 and the Data Protection Act (DPA) 2018 and the requirement to have an
IT policy. The requirements in relation to Assertion 10 are listed in Paragraphs 1.47 to 1.54 and the local
authority should review these reguirements and take appropriate steps to ensure compliance.

Feedback on 2024/25

We would welcome feedback on your experiences with PKF Littlejohn LLP during the review for the year
ended 31 March 2025. Such feedback is important to us to help us drive improvements in client service. If
you wish to provide feedback, our satisfaction survey template can be used, WhICh is avallable on our
website on this page: h :
finks/

Yours sincerely

/@C /,,'m;:,kq L

PKF Littlejohn LLP

v plf-l.com



Bank reconciliation — pro forma

This reconciliation should inciude all bank and bullding society accounts, Including short term investment accounts. ltmus
column headed “Year ending 31 March 20xx” in Section 2 of the AGAR — and will alsc agree to Box 7 where the accounts a

receipts and payments basis. Please complete the highlighted boxes, remembering that unpresented cheques should be e
figures.

Name of smaller authority: [Bamton Parish Council |

County area (local councils and parish meetings only): |Cheshire West |

Financial year ending 31 March 20xx

Prepared by (Name and Role): [Toni Critchlow - Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer
Date: 31/03/2025
£ £
Balance per bank statements as at 31/3/2025
443 43,2829
451 -
464 36,488.4
[add more accounts if necessary]
79,771.2
Petty cash float (if applicable) -
Less: any unpresented cheques as at 31/3/25 (enter these as negative numbers)
448 . 0.00
451. 0.00
484 0.00

[add more lines if necessary]

Add: any un-hanked cash as at 31/3/25
448
451
464

Net balances as at 31/3/25 (Box 8) 79,771.2



WHAT SMALLER AUTHORITIES NEED TO DO TO ADVERTISE THE PERIOD DURING WHICH
ELECTORS AND INTERESTED PERSONS MAY EXERCISE RIGHTS RELATING TO THE
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 require
that:

1) The accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all books, deeds,
contracts, hills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records must be
made available for inspection by any person interested, during a period of 30 working days
set by the smaller authority and including the first 10 working days of July.

2} The period referred to in paragraph (1) starts with the day on which the period for the
exercise of public rights is treated as having been commenced i.e. the day following the day
on which all of the ohligations in paragraph (3) below have been fulfilled.

3) The responsible financial officer for a relevant authority must, on behalf of that authority,
publish {which must include publication on the authority’s website):

a) the Accounting Statements (i.e. Section 2 of either Form 2 or 3, whichever is relevant, of
the Annual Governance & Accountability Return (AGARY)), accompanied by:

i) a declaration, signed by that officer to the effect that the status of the Accounting
Statements are unaudited and that the Accounting Statements as published may be
subject to change;

i) the Annual Governance Statement (i.e. Section 1 of either Form 2 or Form 3,
whichever is relevant, of the AGAR); and

b) a statement that sets out—
i} the period far the exercise of public rights;

i} details of the manner in which notice should be given of an intention to inspect the
accounting records and other documents;

iiiy the name and address of the local auditor;

iv) the provisions contained in section 26 (inspection of documents etc.) and section 27
{right to make ohjections at audit) of the Act, as they have effect in relation to the
authority in question;

HOW DO YOU DOIT?

1) You will meet statutory requirements if you fully and accurately complete the notice of public
rights pro forma in this document, and publish (including publication on the smaller
authority’s website) the following documents, the day before the public rights period
commences:

a) the approved Sections 1 and 2 of either Form 2 or 3, whichever is relevant to your
smaller authority, of the AGAR; and

b) the completed Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance
& Accountability Return. Please note that we have pre-completed it with the foliowing
suggested dates: Tuesday 3 June — Monday 14 July 2025, (The latest possible dates that
comply with the statutory requirements are Tuesday 1 July — Monday 11 August 2025);
and :

¢} the notes which accompany the Notice (Local authority accounts: a summary of your
rights).

Where the authority has answered ‘No' to any assertions on Section 1, as stated on the face of
Section 1 of the AGAR, a sufficiently detailed explanation of the reasons must be published with
the AGAR on the authority's website.



Smaller authority name: Barnton Parish Council

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION

OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

AGCCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

NOTICE

NOTES

1. Date of announcemeant Monday 2™ June 2025(a)

2, Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As It has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor,
it is subject to change as a result of that review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2025, these documents will be available
on reasonable notice by application to:

{b) Mrs Toni Critchlow
Barbtonpec@gmail.com

commencing on {c) __ Tuesday 3 June 2025

and ending on (d) ___Monday 14 July 2025

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

¢« The opportunity to quéstion the appointed audifor about the accounting
records; and

¢ The right to make an abjection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a deciaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an ohjection must first be given 1o the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller autharity.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice
2015. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

L.ondon E14 4HD

(sba@pkf-l.com)

5. This announcement is made by (e) Mrs Toni Critchiow (Clerk}

(a) Insert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(£} Insert name, position and
address/telephone number/  emalil
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
cther person o which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1
day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and at least 30 working days
before the date appointed in {d) below

{d) The inspection pericd betwsen (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

(@) Insert name and position of person
placing the notice — this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authority




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorlities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Agcounts and Audit Requlations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

Ag a local elector, or an interested persen, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax,

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to focal
electors: You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated fo the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (8) — (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including cn a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, inciuding advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting recards. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day pericd must include a common pericd of inspection
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July
2025 for 2024/25 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exarcise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local electer, your right io ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the guestion might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer), Give your smalier authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as socn as possible. The
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspact will also give the
period. for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor guestions, which here



means formally asking guestions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor guesticns.

Before you ask the externai auditor any guestions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remamber that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller autherity other questions
about theilr accounts for any year, at any fime. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer 'what’ questions, not ‘why' questions, The external auditor cannot answer
guestions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, net opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. Yeu must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the externai auditor-
with the evidence you have to support your cbjection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the axternal auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority's area;

why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you raly;

details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful, and

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a pubiic interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014,

A final word

You may not use this 'right to object’ to make a perscnal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens' Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with guestions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be invoived, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do sc. They may also decide not to censider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection aiready considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor's decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful; you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed
external auditor please write fo the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Refumn.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to
vour rights are available from the NAD website.




Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

Barnton Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

1. We have putin place arrangements for effective financial

the accounting statements,

managernent during the year, and far the preparation of v

Yes mpanq fhar nhjs au(hunty

prepared n‘s act:oummg statements in accordance
" with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control

and corruptfor: and reviewed its effectiveness,

inciuding measuras dasigned fo prevent and detect fraud ‘/

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

| 3. We ook all reasonable steps o assure ourselves
that there are no matiers of actual or potential

Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the abliity of this autherity to conduct its
businass or manage its finances.

non-compliance with laws, reguations and Proper v

has only done what if has the legal power fo do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We previded proper opportunity during the vear for

requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations,

the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the v

during the year gave alf persons interested the apportunity to
inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.

5. We carried out an assessment of tha risks facing this

risks, including the introducticn of internal contrels andfor
external insuranca cover where required.

autherity and fcok appropriate steps te manage those ‘/

considersd and documented tha financial and ather risks it
faces and daalt with them properiy.

&. We maintaines throughout the year an adequate and

records and control systems.

offactive system of internat audit of the accountlng v _

arranged for a competant person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, o give an objective view on whether
| internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

In raports from internat and external audit.

7. We took approgpriate action on all matters raised v

rasponded ta matfers brought to its attention by internal and
| extemal audi. -

8. We considered whather any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring efther

this autharity and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements,

4. (For local councils only) Trisst furids including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilitias for the fund{s)/assets, inciuding
financial reporting and, if required, Independent
examination or audii.

during ¢r after the year-end, have a financial impact on ,/

disclosed everything it should have about ifs business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end If relevant.

 has met all of its responsiblliies where, as a body
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
o 1rist or trusts.

*Please provide explanations to the external audltor ona separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified, These sheets must be published with the Annual

Governance Statemnent.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

19/05 J202S
and recorded as minute reference;

Aoy — 05)20s

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

Chair

Clerk

ht_tps:_!l_s1 .its_eeze.com/si-tes_/bamton_p'arish)’

Annuat Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3

Page 4 of 6
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

Barnton Parish Council

E 'agree o underfymg fmanc:ai records

4. Balances bought N T Total balances and raserves af the begmmng of the' ysar

forward 57,877 - B4,420| as recorded in the financial records, Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.
2. (+} Precept or Rates and ) i Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 104,588 110,475 recaived or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
§ recelved.
3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
81,763 47 ,275] the precept or ratesflevies recaivad {iine 2). Include any
grants received,

4. (-) Staff costs 1 Total expenditure or payments made {o and on behalf

) _ . of afl emplayees. Include gross safaries and wages,
71,202 1 92,31 8 employers Ni contributions, employers pension
contribuflons, gratuities and severance payments.

&, (~} Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capiftal and interest
repayments - made during the year on the authority's borrowings (if any).

8. (-) All other payments . ! Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

88,606 70,0811 book less staff costs {line 4) and loan interest/capital
[ | repayments (ling 8).

7. (=) Balances carried I .| Total balances and ressrves at the end of the year. Must
forwara 84,420 79,771 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+86).

8. Total value of cash and B T T The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 84,420 79,771} hoidings and short term investments held as at 37 March -

_ ' To agree with bank reconciliation.

9, Total fixed assets plus R C The value of all the property the authorily owns — it Is made
long term Investments 511,928{ 514,440; up of all its fixed assets and long farm investments as at
and assets ' 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The oulstanding capital baiance as at 31 March of alf leans

from third parfies (including PWLB}.

1’!a. Disclcsure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

41h. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(inctuding charitable)

M The Concil, as a body corporate, cts ” sole frustee and
M is responsible for maneaging Trust funds or assets.

| The figures in the accounting staterents above
exclude any Trust fransactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting

Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenciture basis following the guidance in
Governance anrd Accountability for Smaller Authorities ~ a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fzirly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority
P

[

i%‘o&lzocz:s

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

19losl 2028

as recarded in minute reference: _
Am [0 -5 - oshors”

Signed by Chalr of the meetsng where the Accounting

Annual Governanice and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3
Local Councils, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25

BARNTON PARISH COUNCIL

hitps:/www.barnton-pc.gov,uk/

During the financial year ended 31 March, 2025, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the |,
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2024/25 has been carrled out in accerdance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the coniro! objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
{o meet the needs of this autharity.

Not
covered**

Internal control objectwe BN

3 No

A, Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept fhroughout the fmanua| year

B. This authority compled with its financlal regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriataly accounied for,

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achlaving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage thess.

P. The pracept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly maonitorad; and reserves wera appropriate.

E. Expecled income was fully received, based on correct pricas, properly recorded and promptly

banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Petty cash payments weré properly supported by receipts, all patty cash expenditure was agproved
and VAT appropriately accounted for,

G. Salaries to employees and allowances tc members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and M| requirements were properly applied.

Ftem 6 1A tpport

liem 4 1A jeport

H. Asset and investmenis registers were complete and accurate and propetly maintained, - ] tem T1ATeport

L. Perjodic bank account reconciliations wera properly carried out during the year, B

J. Accounding statements prepared during the year were prepared on the carrect accounting basis (recsipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
traill from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K, If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2023/24, it mat the _
exempiion criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurarnce v
review of its 2023/24 AGAR tick “not covered”}

L. The authority published the required information on a wehsite/webpage up to date at the time of the
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the autharity correctly provided for a period for the exarcise of
public rights as reqwred by the Accounts and Audit Regulations [(during the 2024-25 AGAR period,
were public rights in relation to the 2023-24 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the webslie and/or
authorfty approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2023/24 AGAR
{see AGAR Page 1 Guidarce Nofes).

v It tem 2 1A report

0. (For local councils only) _Yes INot-h
 Trust funds {including charitable) — The council met its responsibllities as a trustee. |

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Nama of person who sarrled out the internal audit

07/05/2025 Jo O'Donoghue

Signature of person who PaYe ) e ;
cartied outtheinternal audit O E&MW CFSZ@ Date 07/05/2025
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Barnton Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Section 16 of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S1 2015/234)

The audit of accounts for Barnton Parish Council for the year ended 31
March 2025 has been completed and the accounts have been publishad.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return including the auditor's
certificate and opinion is available for inspection and copying by any local
government elector of the area of Barnton Parish Council on application

N , ~ e

Copies will be provided to any local government etector of the area on
paymentof £ © {c) for each copy of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

(’“
Annauncement made by: (d) lQNﬂ Cﬁﬂtﬂ"lb\:\/\ Qt\mk\

Date of announcement; {(e)

(6. 09, 2k,

Notes

Thle notlca and Sectlons 1, 2 & 3 of
ths AGAR must ba published by 30
Septembar. This must include
publication on the smaller
authorlty’s webslte, The smaller
authorlty must declide haw long to
publish the Notlce for; the AGAR and
extarnal auditor repart must be
publicly avaitable for 5 vears.

{a) insertthe nams, position and
address of the person to whom
laoel gavarnment elestors should
apply o Inspect the AGAR

{b) Insart the hours during which
inapaction rights may ba
exarcised

(c) Inseri a reascnabia sum for
oopylng costs

{d) Insartthe name and posttlen of
person placing the notice

{e) insert the date of placing of the
notice

vweww. pkt-L.com




