
Letter to Secretaries of State for the Environment and Net Zero:- 

 

Dear Colleagues 

 

A local Planning Inspector’s decision to overturn a refusal by Cheshire West 

and Cheshire Council risks an injustice to the people of Northwich. This 

decision manipulates government policy and risks driving a coach and horses 

through key principles of what is sound government policy under the pretext 

of supporting it.  

We refer to Application reference: 23/02766/FUL 

Appellant’s name: Infinis Solar Developments Ltd and Green Earth 

Developments 

Planning Inspector ref: APP/A0665/W/25/3359308 

Appeal reference: 25/00039/REF 

 

Make no mistake, the development of the site is not ‘green’. The preparation 

of the site – which is not necessary for the installation of solar panels- involves 

the transport of 1.3 million tonnes of building waste from other areas, with 

heavy goods vehicles placing a further burden on the already stressed local 

infrastructure for a period of five years with 224 vehicles per day travelling 

through local towns, villages and heavily populated areas. 

The mental and physical strain this will put on local residential 

neighbourhoods is simply and deeply unjustifiable  

 

The National Air Quality Strategy states that poor air quality continues to be 

the biggest environmental risk to public health with children, the elderly and 

the already vulnerable, most affected. The strategy identifies Planning 

reforms as one of the main tools for delivering improvements. The high 

number of HGV movements planned for the construction phase will 

significantly increase exposure of the local population to higher levels of air 

pollution and especially PM2.5s, nitrogen dioxide and hydrocarbons in a town 

which already experiences above levels of respiratory morbidity due to its 

chemical heritage. Traffic emissions are one of the main sources of pollution 

that the UK population is exposed to. Those who live on the HGV proposed 

routes or else regularly walk there, including the elderly and school children, 

i.e. within 2.5 miles of the site/traffic route sit seven early years nurseries 9 

Primary Schools and 7 Secondary schools) who will be the most affected by 

these additional tailpipe emissions. 

 

The IMD indicates that this part of Northwich and neighbouring Barnton have 

high levels of social deprivation which could be alleviated by replacing the 

swing bridge – described as failing in the 2022 Levelling Up bid – but this 

proposal not only will not improve local connectivity but will actively threaten 

it with heavy loads using roads and a bridge which were never designed 

even for the usage they get now. 

 



An application was submitted by Infinis last year on behalf of Tata who own a 

considerable amount of land in the area. The plan, on the face of it, was to 

build a solar park which would generate green electricity. It was fully 

expected that the bulk of the electricity would go to Tata but at least there 

was a net gain there for the environment. 

 

It then appeared that the solar farm would be achieved by depositing infill 

from building sites within the region on disused lime-beds which were a former 

dumping area for ICI but which have now been reclaimed by nature. We 

hope the attached video will demonstrate this unique habitat which we 

would like to preserve. The infill would amount to 2.65 million tonnes and 

would be delivered all day over more than five days a week for at least five 

years. Tata of course would charge for this material to be dumped whilst 

residents would suffer over 200 addition HGVs passing along roads which are 

already struggling to cope, including a swing bridge which is over 100 years 

old and was unfortunately unlucky in a recent round of Levelling Up bids 

under the previous government. 

 

We have spoken to several specialists who are familiar with such projects and 

they cannot see the need for this level of base preparation for the solar park. 

A lightweight frame would suffice. Infinis say that it will cap the lime beds – 

now a unique natural habitat- and reduce leaching into the River Weaver. 

The leaching has taken place for many years and nobody has ever seen it as 

a problem. We asked what the issue was at the Planning Appeal and they 

could give no robust answer. 

 

And a final concern – there is no guarantee that a single solar panel would 

ever be established. Tata could pocket a minimum of £70 per tonne and not 

bother with the solar farm at all. So even if there was a net environmental 

benefit that would be lost and our residents would face over five years of 

pollution and disruption with no benefit whatsoever. We are not convinced 

that even if the solar park was built it would balance the clear disbenefits of 

building an unnecessary base, solving non-existent problems. This is above all 

a profit-making infill programme bringing in over 200 HGVs a day. 

 

After the result of the Appeal was announced local residents were furious 

and are currently raising funds to consider a judicial review. We are not sure 

of how far this would succeed. We feel that some common sense is needed 

and that the application be viewed for what it is not for what we might like it 

to be. The opposition to this was led by us, supported by many local people, 

neighbouring parish councils and councillors from all parties and none. And 

we’re pleased to say that we have consistently had the support of our MP, 

Andrew Cooper MP for Mid Cheshire. 

 

 



We urge you to use what powers you may have to intervene and prevent this 

assault on our local environment which will only serve private profit and offer 

nothing to the community. 

 

Cllrs Felicity Davies and Arthur Neil 

Winnington and Castle Ward, Cheshire West and Chester 

August 2025 


